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RESPONSE TO EPA COMMENTS 
BHS CORRECTIVE ACTION AND SELF-IMPLEMENTATING PLAN – AMENDMENT 1 
 
RE: Burlington High School Abatement, Demolition, and Soil Remediation Project 
 Burlington, VT 
 
FROM: Fuss & O'Neill, Inc. 

205 Billings Farm Road 
Suite 6B 
White River Junction, VT 05001 

 
TO: Ms. Claire Willscher, EPA 
 
DATE:  December 16th, 2022 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
      
 
This document provides additional project specific details as discussed via a virtual meeting held with Ms. 
Claire Willscher from EPA, and Mr. Shawn Donovan from VTDEC on December 15th. The meeting was 
held to further discuss the EPA and VTDEC comments regarding the November 2, 2022, Corrective 
Action and Self-Implementing On-Site Cleanup and Disposal Plan. Fuss & O’Neill provided additional 
information to EPA and VTDEC as further described below.  
 
Discussion Topics / EPA Comments 
 

1. Frequency of Soil Samples – Fuss & O’Neill presented and provided rationale for the sampling 
frequency for PCB soil samples collected and analyzed at the site. The EPA comment was why 
there appeared to be deviation from 40 CFR § 761.61 Subpart N sampling frequency (3-meter 
grid) to pre-characterize soils at the site in limited locations. As depicted on the sampling plan 
with called out photos of building elevations (Attachment 1) there were several locations where 
there was hardscape along the building edge, limited PCB containing building products, or the 
absence of PCB containing building products in those locations.  

 
EPA requested explanation of the northwest corner of Building C. The information was not 
available during the December 15th meeting but is included below to specifically address EPAs 
questions. The samples identified as C-01-B, C-02-B, and C-03-B were soil samples collected at 
depths of 2 inches below grade. Soil samples were not collected from the northwest corner of 
Building C adjacent to the connector (Attachment 1) due to the absence of PCB containing building 
products in that area of Building C.  
  

2. Data Usability – Several samples collected at the site in 2020 were determined to have reporting 
limits that were just below 1 mg/kg. EPA commented on the usability of the data and asked for 
a rationale for the elevated reporting limits. Fuss & O‘Neill reviewed the analytical date analyzed 
by EMSL Analytical, Inc. of Cinnaminson, New Jersey. The samples with elevated reporting limits 
were collected from hardscape media (concrete/asphalt). The samples were flagged in the 
laboratory report with a “D” denoting that the elevated reporting limits were due to dilution. 
Therefore, the analytical data is usable. A copy of the November 2020 Soils Interim Control 
Evaluation Revision 1 is included as Attachment 2.  

 
The approach to handling of hardscape adjacent to the building and concrete is to saw cut and   
remove the first 12-inches of hard scape adjacent to the buildings as PCB Bulk Product waste. 
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3. Stormwater Protection – There is an existing stormwater drainage system at the site that includes 
several inlets at the site. The existing stormwater inlets and system will be protected from 
stormwater runoff during the course of the abatement and demolition activities by the 
remediation contractor. The stormwater inlets and system will be capped and decommissioned 
(removed) during the soil excavation activities in locations that are within the work area. The 
locations are highlighted in the attached Sheet Plan CP-101 included as Attachment 3. 

 
4. Sub-Slab Soil Protection – The building demolition will be completed so that the building debris 

during demolition activities will be stockpiled and managed on the existing ground level building 
slabs. The building debris on the ground level slabs will be cleaned off prior to removal of the 
slabs to prevent building debris contaminating soils beneath the slabs. An environmental 
professional will oversee the demolition work and will direct the remediation contractor as 
needed. 

 
 

Additional EPA Comments 
 

1. Question: Section 4.3 of the plan identifies the January 2021 report, but the end of the first 
paragraph seems to reference data collected through August 2021. Are these dates accurate? 

 
Answer: The date was incorrect and was updated to August 6, 2020. The CAP/SIP was 
updated as Amendment 3. The updated CAP/SIP will be sent to the agencies. 

 
2. Question: Section 4.7 – The discussion regarding AOC#9 identified PCB contaminated soils 

around the buildings and in the Building F Play Area.  I do not see the Play Area identified on 
the figures.  Can you please clarify where this is located and concentrations found?  I assume 
this area falls into what is proposed for excavation and disposal? 

 
Answer: The play area is called out on the attached Figure CAP-2 (Attachment 1). One soil sample 
identified as F-18-PA was determined to exceed the Vermont Residential Soil Standard (0.114 
mg/kg) due to a reporting limit of 0.12 mg/kg. No other soil samples from the play area exceeded 
applicable VTDEC or EPA soil standards.  
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Attachment 1 - Figure CAP-2 
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CAP-2

CONTAMINATED
SOIL MANAGEMENT
AREAS
- PCB BORINGS -

Soil Boring - December 2020 (MW- series borings were anticipated to be
completed as monitoring wells.  However, no groundwater was encountered,
so no wells were isntalled.)

Soil Boring - May/July 2021

SS-04 Soil Boring - June 2019 and December 2020

SB-101

SB-219

Legend:

PCB Soil Sample Location, Result below all standards or none
detected above indicated detection limit (e.g. <0.051 mg/kg).
Exceeds VT Residential Soil Standard (0.114 mg/kg)
Exceeds VT Non-Residential Soil Standard (0.68 mg/kg)
Exceeds EPA High Occupancy Clean Up Standard (1.0 mg/kg)
Hardscape - ND @ 2" Below Grade Surface
ND = None Detected above detection limit
NA = Not Analyzed
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EXISTING PAVEMENT

EXISTING UNDERGROUND ELECTRIC

EXISTING FORCEMAIN

EXISTING GAS

EXISTING STORM

EXISTING GRAVITY SEWER

EXISTING TELEPHONE

EXISTING WATER

EXISTING SEWER MANHOLE

EXISTING STORM MANHOLE

EXISTING CATCH BASIN

EXISTING HYDRANT

EXISTING SHUT OFF

EXISTING UTILITY POLE

EXISTING LIGHT POLE

EXISTING GUY WIRE/POLE

APPROXIMATE PROPERTY LINE

S

D

OE EXISTING OVERHEAD ELECTRIC

C EXISTING UNDERGROUND COMMUNICATIONS

BUILDING A

SEE BUILDING A INSERT

BUILDING A INSERT

Playground
Area
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Control Evaluation Revision 1  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 












































































