
From:                                         Thomas P. Murphy <tmurphy@enpro.com>
Sent:                                           Monday, May 18, 2015 10:18 AM
To:                                                manager@comcast.net; Moran, Ma 
Cc:                                               William S. Buckley
Subject:                                     Mercury Spill Report ‐ 2014 WMD 200
A achments:                          0518Murphy.Moran.FairHavenMercSpill.2015.pdf
 
Please find a ached our summary report for the mercury spill we responded to at the Town of Fair Haven waste water
treatment plant. Feel free to call me should you have any ques ons. Thank you.
 
Tom
 
Thomas P. Murphy
Senior Project Manager
ENPRO Services, Inc.
1‐800‐966‐1102 (Main)
802‐488‐3900 (Office)
802‐735‐4235 (Cell)
802‐488‐3950 (Fax)
www.enpro.com

 
This communication may contain confidential and/or otherwise proprietary material and is thus for use only by the intended
recipient. If you received this in error, please contact the sender and delete the email and its attachments from all computers.
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May 18, 2015 
Town of Fair Haven 
Herb Durfee 
3 North Park Place 
Fair Haven, VT 05743 
 
Submitted via email: fhmanager@comcast.net 
 
RE: Mercury Spill and Cleanup 
       183 Montgiven Ave 
      Fair Haven, VT 
      VTDEC Spill # 2014 WMD 200 
        

Dear Mr. Durfee, 

On May 20, 2014 ENPRO Services, Inc. (ENPRO) of  Burlington, Vermont assisted the Town of  
Fair Haven Department of  Public Works with the cleanup of  spilled mercury at the Waste Water 
Treatment Plant (WWTP). This letter report summarizes our actions and details the steps taken to 
remedy the situation. This letter is also being submitted to the Vermont Department of  
Environmental Conservation (VTDEC) to document the cleanup procedures and to close out this 
spill record. The VTDEC has assigned this incident spill ID 2014WMD200.  

ENPRO was contacted to conduct environmental cleanup following the accidental release of  
mercury at the WWTP. The release was reportedly caused by a failure of  a pressure gauge associated 
with the facilities blower system. The broken gauge released a small quantity of  mercury; however, 
due to the pressurized system, the mercury was blown out and over numerous materials in the room.  

Properly trained ENPRO staff  mobilized to the site and reviewed a site specific health and safety 
plan prior to taking necessary actions. Due to the chemical nature of  mercury, Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration (OSHA) 40 CFR 1910.120 Hazardous Waste Operation and Emergency 
Response Level training was require to manage the mercury spill. ENPRO staff  donned Level C 
personal protective equipment (PPE) to clean up the release. HgX®, an industry standard mercury 
decontamination powder was used to stabilize the release. The powder was used to cover the 
impacted area, and was then vacuumed up with a specialized mercury vacuum with heap filter 
system. All porous material impacted by the release were removed and drummed for proper 
disposal. The concrete floor was cleaned following the use of  the vacuum. A Jerome 431-X mercury 
vapor detector was used to screen the ambient air in the building once all impacted media was either 
removed or cleaned. Post cleanup monitoring with the Jerome meter confirmed the steps taken were 
successful as no indications of  mercury vapor were detected. Contaminated PPE generated by these 
steps was added to the porous material hazardous waste drum from proper disposal at ENPRO 
Services of  Vermont, Inc. (EVI). A copy of  the hazardous waste disposal manifest is attached.   

Recommendations 

Based on results of  field efforts, visual and Jerome meter inspections ENPRO believes that no 
further action is warranted at this time. 
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We appreciate the opportunity to provide the Town of  Fair Haven our services. Please feel free to 
call me at 802-488-3901 if  you have any questions or concerns regarding the enclosed information. 
A copy of  this report will be submitted to the VTDEC on your behalf.  
 
Sincerely, 

ENPRO Services, Inc. 
         

 

 

 

Thomas P. Murphy 
Senior Project Manager 
 
 
cc:  Matt Moran - VTDEC  
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