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Cobalt Properties Ltd. April 1, 2013 
55 Union Street ECS Project 04-219848 
Saint John, NE E2L 5B7 
 
Attn: Kathy Barker 
 
 
RE: Gateway Motors Emergency Response 

190 Sykes Mountain Ave. 
Hartford, Vermont 05047 
DEC Spill #2011WMD325 

 
 
Dear Ms. Barker: 
 
Environmental Compliance Services, Inc., (ECS) has prepared this summary report describing assessment 
and remedial activities completed as a result of a release of diesel fuel from an Irving Oil (Irving) fuel 
delivery tanker truck on January 10, 2013.  The release occurred at Gateway Motors at 190 Sykes 
Mountain Road, Hartford, VT referenced herein as “the site.”  ECS was contacted by TMC 
Environmental Services (TMC) of Williston, Vermont and Irving Oil (Irving) to respond to the accident. 
ECS subsequently contacted Cobalt to acquire authorization to proceed. ECS was provided verbal 
approval to proceed by Mr. Scott Lewis of Cobalt. The initial scope of services was to assess the extent of 
impacts and assist with remedial activities. TMC initially reported the spill to the Vermont Department of 
Environmental Conservation (DEC), on behalf of Irving Oil.  
 
A release was first suspected when personnel of Gateway Motors noticed a sheen emanating from the 
Irving delivery truck (an approximately 3,300-gallon tanker truck) on the morning of January 10, 2013. 
According to Irving personnel the truck had been removed from service in August 2012 and was 
transported to Gateway Motors via a tow truck from Irving’s Rochester, New Hampshire facility. 
According to Irving personnel the truck was tagged, indicating that the on-board storage tank was empty. 
 
On the morning of January 10, 2013, Irving personnel responded to a call from Gateway Motors at 
approximately 9:30 am and started the vehicle to check the fuel level within the tank. When the vehicle 
was started, the lines became pressurized which significantly increased the volume of diesel discharge 
and oil was observed rapidly flowing from transfer piping underneath the vehicle onto the asphalt ground 
surface. Irving immediately spread granular sorbent material and sorbent booms and pads to the ground 
surface and in the vicinity of a nearby catch basin to prevent product from entering this catch basin. TMC 
was contacted at approximately 10 am and arrived on site at around 11:30 am. ECS was contacted by 
TMC at approximately 12:30 and arrived onsite at 1400 hours. An estimated  50-100 gallons of diesel 
fuel was released from the vehicle.   A Site Locus (Figure 1) and Site Plan (Figure 2) are provided as 
Attachment I and photographs are included as Attachment II. 
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Initial Assessment and Remedial Activities 
 
ECS personnel arrived onsite at 1400 hours on January 10, 2013 and met with TMC personnel of the 
Williston, Vermont office.  TMC personnel stated that when they arrived on-site, they observed that 
Irving personnel had spread granular sorbent material throughout the parking lot to absorb free product 
emanating from the tanker truck. Irving personnel had also constructed a barrier of sorbent booms and 
granular sorbent material in front of a downgradient catch basin to prevent surface water carrying product 
and sheen from entering the catch basin. Irving personnel then removed the remaining product from the 
tanker by transferring it into a second tanker truck. Approximately 500-gallons of diesel fuel was 
removed from the tanker. Five-gallon buckets were then placed under the compromised lines to capture 
the remaining product dripping from the lines.  
 
According to TMC, when they arrived on site they spread additional granular sorbent material throughout 
the parking lot as free product was observed in cracks and potholes in the pavement. TMC containerized 
petroleum impacted snow in the vicinity the truck. Additional sorbent booms and pads were also 
deployed around the catch basin and around the area of release. TMC also coordinated for sand, a bobcat 
with a sweeper attachment, and a roll-off container to be delivered to the site.  
 
Upon ECS’ arrival, granular material and sorbent material had been deployed throughout the parking lot. 
Free product was observed in cracks and pot holes in the asphalt parking lot. Due to warm temperatures 
snowmelt containing free product and sheen was observed flowing towards a catch basin. ECS inspected 
the catch basin and observed sheen on surface water entering the catch basin; however no free product 
was observed within this structure. ECS observed sorbent booms, pads and granular material deployed 
around the catch basin and the sorbent material appeared to be capturing the majority of sheen and 
product. ECS contacted the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) National Response Center (NRC) 
and submitted a report of sheen observed on surface water. The NRC issued a spill number of #1035349.  
ECS also contacted the Town of Hartford Department of Public Works (DPW) and informed the DPW of 
the release. The DPW indicated that the catch basin discharges to a drainage swale north of the site. ECS 
located the drainage swale and the discharge pipe and no sheen or free product was observed on water 
exiting the discharge pipe. ECS also inspected additional catch basins on the neighboring property and in 
the residential neighborhood north of the site. No evidence of petroleum was identified in these catch 
basins or in the drainage swale. ECS also consulted the Vermont Agency of Natural Resources online 
private and public drinking water well locater. No drinking water wells were observed within a quarter 
mile of the site.  
 
TMC deployed approximately 2-3 yards of sand throughout the parking lot. The sand, the remaining 
granular sorbent material and impacted snow was then containerized in a ten yard poly-lined roll-off 
container provided by Casella Resource Solutions Inc. (Casella) of Williston, VT. The parking lot was 
swept clean via a bobcat mounted street sweeper. Irving personnel then moved the truck and the area 
beneath the vehicle was cleaned as described above and impacted snow in the area was containerized in 
the roll-off container.  
 
After all sand, snow and granular sorbent material was removed from the ground surface, ECS inspected 
the area for free product and/or sheen and none was observed. During the inspection ECS observed 
numerous cracks and potholes which may indicate compromised integrity of the asphalt. ECS also gauged 
the catch basin using a groundwater interface probe for product and none was observed. 
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Management of Waste 
 
A total of three 55-gallon drums of petroleum impacted snow, one 55-gallon drum of petroleum impacted 
sorbent material, and one drum of product  were generated as a result of remedial actions taken.  One roll-
off container of petroleum impacted snow, sand and granular sorbent material was also generated. The 
drums containing impacted snow and sorbent material were transported to Treatment and Recycling 
Northeast, LLC of Newington, New Hampshire under a hazardous waste manifest by TMC for disposal. 
The fifty-five gallon drum of product was picked up and disposed of by Irving Oil.  The roll-off container 
was transported by Casella to ESMI in Loudon, New Hampshire under a straight bill of lading (BOL) for 
disposal. A disposal manifest and BOL are included as Attachment III. 
 
Conclusions and Recommendations 
 
Remedial actions have been completed at the site.  Based on information obtained during the course of the 
cleanup activities, 50-100 gallons of diesel fuel was released to the asphalt parking area.  One ten yard 
roll-off container and three 55-gallon drums of petroleum impacted snow, sorbent material and sand was 
generated and disposed off-site.  Sheen was observed entering a downgradient catch basin, however no 
sheen or free product was observed in the nearby drainage swale or exiting the catch basin. 
 
If there are any questions regarding this, please contact ECS at (802) 257-1195. 
 
Sincerely 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE SERVICES, INC. 
 

 
William Verman 
Senior Field Technician  
 
 

 
Steve Low, P.G. Branch Manager 
 
Attachments 
 
Attachment I: Site Locus and Site Plan - Figure 1 and 2 
Attachment II: Photo Documentation 
Attachment III: Disposal Manifest 
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PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG Environmental Compliance Services, Inc. 
30 Harris Place 

Brattleboro, Vermont 05301 

Client Name: 
Cobalt Properties Ltd. 

Site Location: 
190 Sykes Mountain Road 
Hartford, VT 

ECS Project #: 
04-219848.00 

 
Photograph #1 
Description: 
Source of spill, out-of-
service Irving oil truck. 

 
Photograph #2 

 

Description: 
View of the truck, 
impacted granular 
sorbent material and 
sand   
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Client Name: 
Cobalt Properties Ltd. 

Site Location: 
190 Sykes Mountain Road 
Hartford, VT 

ECS Project #: 
04-219848.00 

 
Photograph #3 
Description: 
View of truck looking 
north, sorbent pads 
seen underneath the 
truck 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Photograph #4 
Description: 
View looking west 
towards area of the 
catch basin 
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Brattleboro, Vermont 05301 

Client Name: 
Cobalt Properties Ltd. 

Site Location: 
190 Sykes Mountain Road 
Hartford, VT 

ECS Project #: 
04-219848.00 

 
Photograph #5 
Description: 
Sand and sorbent 
material capturing 
product traveling 
through pavement 
cracks 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Photograph #6 
Description: 
Area of impact looking 
west 
 
 
 
 
 

   



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG Environmental Compliance Services, Inc. 
30 Harris Place 

Brattleboro, Vermont 05301 

Client Name: 
Cobalt Properties Ltd. 

Site Location: 
190 Sykes Mountain Road 
Hartford, VT 

ECS Project #: 
04-219848.00 

 
Photograph #7 

 

Description: 
Sorbent pads and sand 
capturing diesel sheen 
in snow melt runoff  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Photograph #8 
Description: 
Sheen in snow runoff 
 
 
 
 
 

 



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG Environmental Compliance Services, Inc. 
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Brattleboro, Vermont 05301 

Client Name: 
Cobalt Properties Ltd. 

Site Location: 
190 Sykes Mountain Road 
Hartford, VT 

ECS Project #: 
04-219848.00 

 
Photograph #9 
Description: 
Cleaning up area of 
release after truck was 
pumped out and moved 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Photograph #10 
Description: 
Granular sorbent 
material and sand pile  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG Environmental Compliance Services, Inc. 
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Brattleboro, Vermont 05301 

Client Name: 
Cobalt Properties Ltd. 

Site Location: 
190 Sykes Mountain Road 
Hartford, VT 

ECS Project #: 
04-219848.00 

 
Photograph #11 

 

Description: 
Sorbent booms and 
sand capturing product 
before the catch basin 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Photograph #12 
Description: 
Bobcat sweeping up 
impacted sorbent 
material and sand  
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Brattleboro, Vermont 05301 

Client Name: 
Cobalt Properties Ltd. 

Site Location: 
190 Sykes Mountain Road 
Hartford, VT 

ECS Project #: 
04-219848.00 

 
Photograph #13 

 

Description: 
Pothole and cracks in 
pavement after clean 
up 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Photograph #14 
Description: 
Cracks and potholes in 
pavement after clean 
up 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  



PHOTOGRAPHIC LOG Environmental Compliance Services, Inc. 
30 Harris Place 

Brattleboro, Vermont 05301 

Client Name: 
Cobalt Properties Ltd. 

Site Location: 
190 Sykes Mountain Road 
Hartford, VT 

ECS Project #: 
04-219848.00 

 
Photograph #15 

 

Description: 
Large patch of 
cracked/missing 
pavement 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Photograph #16 
Description: 
Two 55-gallon drums 
of impacted sorbents, 
sand and snow 
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Brattleboro, Vermont 05301 

Client Name: 
Cobalt Properties Ltd. 

Site Location: 
190 Sykes Mountain Road 
Hartford, VT 

ECS Project #: 
04-219848.00 

 
Photograph #17 
Description: 
Area of initial release 
after clean up 
 
 
 
 
 

 



ATTACHMENT III 
DISPOSAL MANIFEST 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 










