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RE: Petroleum contamination at.I J. Newberry - Barre, VT (Site #96-2006)
Dear Mr. O’Brien:

" The Sites Management Section (SMS) has received a site assessment report outlining the subsurface
conditions for the above referenced site, submitted by Peter Hack of Griffin International on June 13, 1996.
This report summarizes the degree and extent of contamination encountered during the assessment. The tanks
removed were a 550 gallon, #2 fuel oil, underground storage tank (UST) (UST #1), and a 1,000 gallon, #2
. fuel oil UST (UST #2).

Durmg the tank pull, soils screened at 7 feet below ground surface (bgs) beneath the east end of UST
#2 had peak volatile organic compound (VOC) concentrations of 70 parts per million (ppm) as measured by
a photoionization detector (PID). The condition of UST #2 was poor as evidenced by the existence of holes-
on the top, side and bottom of the tank. The soils under UST #2 were obviously contaminated by #2 fuel
oil, however, excavation of these soils was not possible due to the location of North Main Street city utilities,
building foundations, sidewalks, and the confined work area. All excavated soil from the area of UST #2
was backfilled since the full extent of the contamination was unknown and due to the above noted site
conditions. The area of UST #1 was found to have minimal contamination and only the area surrounding the
vent pipe had significant contamination (peak reading of 15 ppm). These soils (approx. 0.25 cubic yards)
were segregated during the excavation activities and were shipped under a hazardous waste manifest. Other’
soils screened during the removal of UST #1 contained no VOCs and the soil at 4 feet bgs beneath the vent
pipe had 1 ppm. Neither groundwater nor free product were found to be present.

Ordinarly, the SMS would request additional site mvest:zgauon work which could include the removal
of soil with this level of residual contamination, However, due to the hindrances noted and the lack of
sensitive receptors, either of these activities could be difficult to perform. The consultant implied that due
to the above, the subsurface should be left as is. In response to this report, Reginald Abare - Barre City
Engineer, sent the DEC a letter stating that in 1999, North Main Street would be undergoing replacement of
the underground. utilities and that the grants for this work do not cover the remova]!dlsposal of any
contamination of this sort. -It appears that in light of this future work it would be a more efficient use of
resources to wait until that time to remove any contamination that remains above SMS guideline levels. If
contamination is found during the course of the utilities replacement, it will be the responsibility of J.J.
Newberry to ensure that any contamination found related to thlS release is properly dealt with at that time and

not the responsﬂ):hty of the City of Barre.
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The USTs at J.J. Newberry are covered by the Petroleum Cleanup Fund (PCF) as set forth in 10
V.S.A. Section 1941 as long as no private insurance exists which would apply to this situation. You must
provide proof of no insurance before the PCF can be used to reimburse these expenses. An owner .or
permittee of a tank, who is not in significant violation of his or her permit, is eligible for reimbursement from
the fund. The owner or permittee must pay for the removal or repair of the failed (or abandoned) tank; after
that the fund will reimburse the tank owner or permittee for additional cleanup costs up to $1 million. The
fund may not pay for cleanup costs which are for cleanup work that is not pre-approved by the Agency.
Please refer to the attached guidance document titled, "Procedures for Reimbursement from the Petroleum
Cleanup Fund" for further information on this program. Additionally, the Secretary of the Agency of Natural
Resources reserves the right to seek cost recovery of fund monies spent at the I.J. Newberry site if the
Secretary concludes that J.J. Newberry is in significant violation of the Vermont Underground Storage Tank
Regulations and the Underground Storage Tank statute (10 V.S.A., Chapter 59).

Based on the current conditions at this site, the SMS has determined that this site is now eligible for
a SMAC (Site Management Activity Completed) designation. This means that the SMS has determined that:

- ® - the two #2 fuel oil USTs have been removed from the ground, and are no

longer a continuing source of petroleum contamination at this site; :

. groundwater was not encountered during the removal, however, the afea is
serviced. by the municipal water system; -

L all petroleum contaminated soil from UST #2 remains due to the existence of
many underground utilities, building foundations, etc. at the former tank pit;

-®  the City of Barre is planning to upgrade its undergfound utilities,in 1992, Auy
' residual contamination from this UST which is encountered during this work
will be the responsibility of J.J. Newberry; and ' _

. based on the Griffin International tank closure asses'smen.t‘, any residual
* contamination does not pose an unacceptable risk to human health or the
environment. ' ' '

" Based on these findings, the SMS has determined that site management activities have been completed.
The completion of these activities does not release J.J. Newberry of any past or future liability which may
arise from the petroleum contamination discovered to have originated from the UST at the J.J. Newberry site
and if dusing the course of the planned utilities replacement in the area of the former tank pit, contamination -
is found, the site will be reopened and J.J. Newberry will be responsible for ensuring that contamination
above guidelines is removed. For these reasons the SMS is not requiring any additional work be performed
in response to the contamination discovered at this site, at this time. If you have any questions or comments,
please feel free to contact either me or Tim Cropley at (802)241-3888.
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