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December 29, 1997

ATTN WILLIAM RISTER

US POSTAL SERVICE
FACILITIES SERVICE OFFICE
6 GRIFFIN ROAD NORTH
WINDSOR CT 06006-0300

RE:  Site Management Activity Completed - Alburg Post Office Site (#95-1801)
Dear Mr. Rister:

The Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC), Sites Management Section (SMS) has
reviewed the report of the removal of petroleum impacted soil dated October 6, 1997, performed at the above
referenced site.

The activities performed and the findings from this additional work are as follows:

1) Soil that was impacted by petroleum was loaded directly into trucks for shipping 10 ESMI of
New York for recycling. Not all impacted soils were accessible for removal due to the former
tank pit’s proximity to the post office building and the sanitary sewer line. Confirmatory soil
samples collected for analysis for total petroleum hydrocarbons (TPH) found detections at the
north, south, and west side wails of 11 parts per million {ppm), 40 ppm, and 350 ppm,
respectively. The excavation was backfilled with imported gravel.

2) Groundwater was collected and analyzed for volatile organic compounds (YOCs) by EPA
Method 8260 and for TPH from the three remazining on site monitoring wells with no
detections noted. '

Based on the current conditions at this site, the SMS has determined that this site is now eligible for 2 SMAC -
(Site Management Activity Completed) designation. This means that the SMS has determined the following:

. the 1,000 gallon fuel cil UST has been removed from the ground and is no longer a
continuing source of petroleum contamination at this site;

. groundwater does not appear to be contaminated in the vicinity of the former UST pit.
. all accessible petroieum contaminated soil was removed during the most recent site
work. This soil, totaling 54.52 tons, was taken to ESMI of New York in Fort

Edward, NY for thermal desorption and recycling; and

L any residual contaminationdoes not pose an unacceptable risk to human health or the
environment.
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Based on these findings, the SMS has determined that site management activities have been completed. The
completion of these activities does not release the U.S. Postal Service of any past or future liability which may arise
from the petroleum contaminationdiscovered to have originated from the UST at the Alburg Post Office site. It does
mean that the SMS is not requiring any additional work be performed in response to the contamination discovered at
this site.

If the monitoring wells are no longer in use or maintained, they must be closed to eliminate a possible conduit
for residual contamination migration into the subsurface. Closure typically involves filling the wells with a grout
material to prevent migration into the borehole. Also, the road box or well guard must be removed before closure is
considered complete. Specific requirements for well closure are outlined in Section 12.3.5 in Appendix A of the
Vermont Water Supply Rule - Chapter 21. A copy of Vermont Water Supply Rule may be obrained from the DEC,
Water Supply Division.

If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to contact either me or Tim Cropiey at (802)241-3888.
Sincerely, 4
/}5 -

_'George Desch, Chief
Sites Management Section

ec: Scott Martin, SEA Consultants, Inc.
Alburg Selectboard -
Essex DEC Regional Office
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