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AGENCY OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

April 13,2007 

Mr. Peter Hofstetter 
Northwestern Medical Center 
P.O. Box 1370 
St. Albans, VT, 05478 

RE: Sites Management Activities .Completed, Foriner Blouin Property, St. Albans, (SMS Site #1994-17 16) 

Dear Mr. Hofstetter: 

On November 30, 2006 the Sites Management Section (SMS) received notification fiom the Northwestern Medical 
Center that the soil stockpile located on the former Blouin property has been thin-spread in accordance with the 
Vermont Agency Guidelines for Petroleum Contaminated Soils and Debris. The SMS has also conducted areview of 
the above referenced site file. Our records indicate the following: 

In August 1994, Ground Water of Vermont (GWV) conducted a Phase II Environmental Site Assessment 
(ESA) at the former Blouin property, as requested by the Northwester Medical Center as part of a property 
transfer. Historical records indicated that the property was once used as a service station, and two abandoned 
Underground Storage Tanks (USTs) were discovered during the course of the investigation. Nine test pits 
were screened with a photoionization detector (PID); readings ranged from 0.2 parts per million (pprn) to 576 
ppm. Four soil borings were also completed as temporary monitoring wells, and groundwater samples were 
collected. No petroleum related contaminants in excess of the Vermont Groundwater Enforcement Standards 
(VGES) were found. 

GWV oversaw the removal of the two on-site USTs on October 17, 1994. One 550 gallon gasoline UST (1) 
and one 1000 gallon gasoline UST (2) were removed; both were reported to be in poor condition with 
extensive rusting and multiple holes. PI0 readings taken on samples collected during the excavation of UST 1 
ranged from 0.9 to 18.1 ppm. Approximately 15 yds3 of gasoline contaminated soils were removed and 
polyencapsulated on-site due to the release of approximately 25 gallons of gasoline contaminated water into 
the excavation pit from UST 1. Samples collected from the excavation of UST 2 exhibited PID readings 
ranging from 38.1 to 1,203 ppm; approximately 360 yds3 of contaminated soils were removed from the 
cscar-a!ion arid siockpiled \b iih thc sviIs fro111 [_'ST 1 .  Coafir~l~atoly santplcs collected fro111 thc e . ~ c ; i ~ ~ a t i o ~  
limits following removal revealed no contaminants in excess of minimum laboratory detection limits. 

Soil stockpile monitoring events conducted by ~ ~ v / M a r i n  Environmental, Inc. in May 1995, October 1995, 
April 1996, October 1996, and May 1997 indicated declining contaminant concentrations. P D  readings taken 
in July 1998 by Marin ranged from 0.0 to 1.0 ppm, with an average of 0.4 ppm. At that time, it was 
recommended that the soils be thin-spread. The SMS agreed with this recommendation. 9 

Identified potentially sensitive receptors included an on-site bedrock water supply well, and an 
unmapped wetland. The water supply well was permanently abandoned during the demolition of the 

Regional Offices - Barre/Essex Jct./Rutland/Springfield/St. Johnsbury 



Former Blouin Propoerty 
April g, 2007 
Page 2 of 2 

Blouin property structures, and there was no visual or olfactory evidence of petroleum contamination in the 
nearby wetland. 

Based on the above, it appears that this site does not pose an unacceptable risk to human health or the environment. 
Therefore, the SMS is assigning the site a Sites Management Activities Completed (SMAC) designation. The SMAC 
designation does, not release the Northwestern Medical Center from any past or hture liability associated with the 
petroleum contamination at this site. It does; however, mean the SMS is not requesting any additional work in 
response to the UST removal at this time. 

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to cajl me; I may be reached at (802) 241-3491. 

CC: DEC Regional Office (sent electronically) 
Joe Hayes, ECS (sent electronically) 
St. Albans Selectboard 
St. Albans City Health Officer 


