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     October 27, 2015 
Mr. David Hauke 
Hauke Building Supply, Inc. 
1127 North Avenue, Suite 42 
Burlington, Vermont  05408 
 
RE: Release of hazardous materials 
Site: Essex Shopping Plaza, 97-103 Pearl Street, Essex Junction, Vermont (SMS Site #2015-4611) 
 
Dear Mr. Carbone: 
 
The Sites Management Section (SMS) has received the Initial Site Investigation (ISI) Report for the above 
referenced property, submitted by Ross Environmental Associates, Inc. (REA).  We have added the property to the 
Vermont Active Hazardous Sites List due to the detection of chlorinated volatile organic compound concentrations 
in groundwater that exceed Vermont Groundwater Enforcement Standards (VGES). 
 
The ISI was performed at the request of the SMS in response to the detection of tetrachloroethene (PCE) 
concentrations exceeding VGES in groundwater samples collected on the Capital Mercury property (SMS Site 
#2015-4570), located across Pearl Street from the Essex Shopping Plaza. Groundwater monitoring performed in 
2014 and 2015 at the Capital Mercury site has identified a PCE-contaminated groundwater plume, with the highest 
PCE concentrations observed in monitoring wells located along the northern boundary of the Capital Mercury site. 
Based on the spatial distribution and magnitude of the detected PCE concentrations and the apparent groundwater 
flow direction, the Capital Mercury data indicated a potential off-site source for the PCE contamination.  
 
In a letter dated August 5, 2015, the SMS requested an investigation into the potential that former on-site dry 
cleaning operations at the Essex Shopping Plaza were the source of the PCE-contaminated groundwater plume. 
REA performed an ISI in September 2015 which included the advancement of seven soil borings, installation of 
six groundwater monitoring wells, and the collection of soil and groundwater samples for laboratory analysis. Of 
significance, PCE was detected at concentrations exceeding VGES in five of the six monitoring wells sampled. 
Neither the PCE source nor the degree and extent of the PCE-contaminated groundwater plume were defined by 
the ISI. 
 
In concurrence with the recommendations presented by REA in the ISI report, the SMS requests further site 
characterization. Your consultant should conduct additional delineation to determine the degree and extents of the 
PCE-contaminated groundwater plume and evaluate the potential for vapor intrusion into the on-site building. The 
requested investigation can be accomplished through the expansion of the groundwater monitoring well network, 
through a soil gas survey, or a combination of both. Future groundwater monitoring should include select 
monitoring wells that have been installed on the Capital Mercury property in order to evaluate the magnitude of 
the contaminated groundwater plume across property boundaries.  
 
Please have your consultant submit a work plan for the work requested above within 30 days of receipt of this 
letter, so that it may be approved prior to the initiation of on-site work. 

 
(OVER) 

State of Vermont 
Department of Environmental Conservation 
Waste Management & Prevention Division 
1 National Life Drive – Davis 1 
Montpelier, VT  05620-3704 
James.Donaldson@state.vt.us 
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Please feel free to call me with any questions you may have.  I can be reached at (802) 477-2632.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
James Donaldson, Environmental Analyst 
Sites Management Section 
 
C:  Bob Ross, REA 
 DEC Regional Office 
 Essex Select Board 
 Essex Health Officer  
Via email   
 

 


