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October 28, 2014 

E-mail 

 

RICHARD MARRON 

TOWN AND COUNTRY RESORT 

876 MOUNTAIN ROAD 

STOWE, VERMONT 05672 

 

RE: Sites Management Activity Completed, Town and Country Resort, SMS Site #2013-4460, Stowe 

 

Dear Mr. Marron: 

 

The Sites Management Section (SMS) has recently conducted a review of the above referenced site file.  

Information contained within our file includes the following: 

 

 On November 26, 2013 Ross Environmental Associates (REA) supervised the removal of two fuel oil 

underground storage tanks (USTs). A 1,000 gallon UST was located and removed from an area near the 

pool house and a 450 gallon UST was removed from the northwest corner of the main resort building.  

 

 During site activities soils screened with a photoionization detector (PID) had volatile organic 

compound (VOC) concentrations up to 196 parts per million (ppm) at the 1,000 gallon UST.  Grey 

stained soil was observed at the bottom of the excavation under the tank at 6 to 8’ depth.  The UST was 

reported in poor condition with extensive rust and a ½” diameter hole.  The soil was reported to be sand 

and gravel in the upper soil around the tank, with clay and gravel from 6 to 8’ depth.  The 450 gallon 

UST was reported to be in fair condition with some surface rust. No holes were observed and no VOCs 

were detected by PID. As recommended by REA further investigation of the 1,000 gallon UST was 

requested by the SMS and no further investigation of the 450 gallon UST was requested. 

 

 On January 25, 2014 five groundwater monitor wells were installed in order to evaluate potential 

contamination related to the 1,000 gallon UST release.  Medium sand with some gravel was observed 

from grade to 5-7' below ground surface (bgs).  Silt was encountered below the sand to 20’ bgs; the 

maximum depth of the soil borings.  Elevated PID readings were measured during the installation of 

monitor well MW-1, in the former UST pit. The maximum PID reading was 14.7 ppm at 10’ bgs and 

decreased to 0 ppm at 15’ bgs. No elevated PID readings were noted during the installation of the other 

four monitor wells. 

 

 On April 17, 2014 monitor wells MW-1 to -5 were sampled for VOCs by EPA Method 8021B 

and total petroleum hydrocarbons (TPH) by EPA Method 8015DRO.  No VOCs were detected. 

Groundwater was found to be 10-16’ bgs and flowing away from the pool house and towards a 

parking lot, tennis courts and lawn. 
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 TPH was found in MW-1, -2, and -3 at 1.19, 0.42 and 0.81 mg/L, respectively. TPH does not have a 

VGES but is used as a general indicator of petroleum contamination. MW-4 and -5 had no detectable 

TPH. 

 

 Soil and groundwater near the UST location were identified as sensitive receptors.   The nearest surface 

water is a small pond down gradient and approximately 250’ to the north.  The indoor air of the pool 

house basement was screened with a PID on November 26, 2013 and April 17, 2014 and no VOCs were 

detected. The concrete floor and walls were noted to be in good condition without cracks, which could 

serve as preferential pathway for vapor infiltration.  

 

 Although REA reported the existence of a water supply well according to the state water supply 

database which appears to be erroneous.  Mr. Marron reported that the the Town and Country Resort is 

connected to municipal water.
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 On September 25, 2014 the 5 site monitor wells were properly closed. The well covers were removed, 

the well casings were pulled out, the boreholes were filled with bentonite chips, and the surface was 

finished to grade with soil and seeded or cold patch as appropriate. 

 

Based on the above, it appears that this site does not pose an unacceptable risk to human health or the 

environment.  Therefore, the SMS is assigning the site a Sites Management Activities Completed (SMAC) 

designation.  The SMAC designation does not release the Town and Country Resort from any past or future 

liability associated with the November 26, 2013 removals of a 450 and 1,000 gallon fuel oil UST at this site.  

It does, however, mean the SMS is not requesting any additional work in response to the UST removals at 

this time. 

 

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me; I may be reached at (802) 828-1138. 

  

Sincerely, 

 
 

 

Patricia Coppolino 

Acting Sites Management Section Chief 

 

CC: Bob Ross, REA 

 Justin Whipple, REA 

DEC Regional Office 

 Stowe Select Board 

 Stowe Health Officer 
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 October 21, 2014 telephone conversation between Justin Whipple, REA, and Gerold Noyes, SMS. 


