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This presentation covers:

 A summary of Act 150 policy changes that will standardize permit notice 
& comment procedures

 Introduction of Environmental Notice Bulletin (ENB) - Version 2 

 Walk through of ENB to:

 Retrieve application information

 Register to receive notices

 Submit comments 

 RSVP for public meetings

The Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) manages many 
different permits, most of which include a period for public notice and 
comment. Act 150 required DEC to implement standard notice and 
comment procedures across five permit types, and to relaunch the 
environmental notice bulletin.



What is Act 150? 
 Act 150 is the law that:

 Consolidates almost all DEC permits into one of five “Types” of 
permits

 Revitalizes the Environmental Notice Bulletin (ENB): 
enb.vermont.gov

 Standardizes & Automates public notice & comment process-
one stop shopping!

 New under Act 150:
 Requires participation in the comment process in order to appeal

 Requires an administrative record for each permit

 Implementation Start:
 The majority of the provisions took effect January 1, 2018



Five Permit “Types”*

*A full list of Permit Types is available on DEC’s website: dec.vermont.gov/permits/enb

Federal Individual and General Permits under Clean Air and Clean Water Acts
- Wastewater Treatment Facility Permits

Type 1

State Individual Permits
- Indirect Discharge Individual Permit

Type 2

State General Permits & Certain Listed Individual
- Dam Orders, Aquatic Nuisance Control General Permit

Type 3

Authorizations under General Permits & Certain Individual Permits
- Public Water Supply Construction Permits

Type 4

Emergency/Urgent Permits, Registrations & Public Water Source Operating 
PermitsType 5

http://dec.vermont.gov/permits/enb


Elements common to ENB noticing

 Application Administratively Complete
All application materials and fees received

 Draft Permit/Decision 
Technical Review has been completed

 Public Comment Period (Types 1-4)
 Public Meeting (Types 1-3 only)
 Final Permit/Decision(includes response to comments)

NOTE: Type 5 permits only notice the final permit/final decision.



Type 1 Permits; Applicability

 Federally delegated permitting programs under 
the Clean Air and Clean Water Acts.

For example:
Wastewater Discharge Individual Permits

 Stormwater General Permits
Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems 3-9014

Designated Discharges 3-9030



Procedural 
Elements for 
Type 1 
Permits

Notice of Application Administratively Complete. 
Applicant required to give direct notice to adjoining 
property owners on ANR approved form and certify 
completion with application submittal.

Notice

Notice of Draft Permit/Decision. Notice through ENB and 
newspaper notice for Clean Water Act permits. A 15 day 
period must occur between administratively complete 
notice and draft decision being posted.

Notice

Minimum 30 day comment period on any draft decisions.  Comment

A person may request a meeting at any point during the 
comment period opening. Meeting must be noticed 30 
days prior. Comment period cannot close until 7 days 
following meeting.

Meeting

Notice of Final Permit/Decision through ENB. Must include 
a response to comments.Notice



Type 2 Permits; Applicability

 Primarily focused on state individual permits.
 Issued to individual people or businesses.

For example:
Public Water System Source Permit

Groundwater Withdrawal Permit

 Indirect Discharge Individual Permit



Procedural 
Elements for 
Type 2 
Permits

Notice of Administratively Complete Application. 
Applicant required to give direct notice to adjoining 
property owners on ANR approved form and certify 
completion with application submittal.

Notice

Notice of Draft Permit/Decision through ENB. Notice

Minimum 30 day comment period on draft decisions.  Comment

A person may request a meeting within 14 days from draft 
decision date. Meeting must be noticed at least 14 days 
prior. Comment period cannot close until 7 days following 
meeting.

Meeting

Notice of Final Permit/Decision through ENB. Must include 
a response to comments.Notice



Type 3 Permits; Applicability

 State General Permits (not federal general permits) & 
Specific Individual Permits

For example:
 Public Water System Construction Permit- New Type of 

Chemical Disinfectant

 Indirect Discharge General Permit

 New Stormwater Discharges 3-9010

 Discharges from Petroleum-related Remediation Activities 
into Municipal Wastewater Treatment Facilities 3-9016



Procedural 
Elements for 
Type 3 
Permits

Notice of Administratively Complete Application. No 
direct notice to adjoining property owners required.Notice

Notice of Draft Permit/Decision through ENB. Notice

Minimum 30 day comment period on draft decisions.  Comment

A person may request a meeting within 14 days from Draft 
Decision date. Meeting must be noticed at least 14 days 
prior to meeting date. Comment period cannot close until 
7 days following meeting.

Meeting

Notice of Final Permit/Decision through ENB. Must include 
a response to comments.Notice



Type 4 Permits; Applicability

 Applies to Authorization Notices of Intent (NOIs) 
under a general permit.

 Applies to minor amendments

For example:
Public Water Supply Construction Permits

 Stormwater Multi-Sector NOI 3-9003

Discharges to Surface Waters from Petroleum-Related 
Remediation Activities



Amendments

Major Amendment 
Requires technical 

review

Processed in the 
same manner as 

original application

Minor Amendment
Change requirement 

only, no technical review

Processed as  
Type 4

Administrative 
Amendment

Corrects typos, applicant 
name or mailing address

No process required



Procedural 
Elements for 
Type 4 
Permits

Notice of Administratively Complete Application. No 
direct notice to adjoining property owners required.Notice

Notice of Draft Permit/Decision through ENB. Notice

14 day comment period on any draft decisions.  Comment

Public Meeting Request not applicable.Meeting

Notice of Final Permit/Decision. Must include a 
response to comments.Notice



Type 5 Permits; Applicability & 
Procedural Elements

Applies to:
Wastewater Emergency Pollution Permits

Public Water System Permits to Operate

 Emergency Sludge and Septage Disposal Permits

Notice:

 Final Decision/Final Permit posted at the time of 
issuance.



Comment Period by Permit Type
Type Comment Period Public Meeting Request Post-Meeting Comment 

Period

1 30 day minimum Can be requested any time 
during comment period; must be 
announced 30 days prior to 
meeting date

7 days 

2 “” Must be requested within 14 
days of draft decision; must be 
announced 14 days prior to 
meeting date

“”

3 “” “” “”

4 14 day minimum N/A N/A

5 N/A N/A N/A



Permits Exempt from Act 150

 Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) 
permits;

 Hazardous Waste Facility - Certificates of Need;
 On site wastewater and potable water supply; and
 Unsafe Dam Orders

NOTE: These permits follow their current process for notice, 
comment, & decision issuance/amendment. More information is 
available at dec.vermont.gov/permits

http://dec.vermont.gov/permits


Search Criteria
 Activity Name

 ENB ID 

 Activity Type            
(Permit Type)

 Permit or Other ID #

 Street Address

 Activity Status

 Geographic Location



Activity Status
 In Review (Administratively Complete)

 Draft Decision/Comment (Technically Complete)

 Final Decision/Appeal



Search By Geographic Location



Activity Profile



Activity Profile- Draft Decision Phase

From this Page Users Can:

 Select to Follow an activity to 
receive status updates via email

 Share the Link to the Activity Page

 Submit a Comment

 Request a Public Meeting

 View Related Documents



Activity Profile- Draft Decision Phase: Public Comment Submission



Activity Profile- Draft Decision Phase: Public Meeting RSVP

 Users who are logged in can RSVP to a public meeting directly via the ENB. 



Who Gets Notified?
 DEC staff can assign groups and individuals to receive 

automatic notifications of new activities and/or updates 
throughout the process.  
 Statewide Stakeholder: assigned by Activity Type and Town for 

new notices and additional updates;

 Town Clerks, Solid Waste/Wetlands District Contacts

 Other Stakeholder: assigned by Activity Type for new notices and 
additional updates;

 Program Specific Environmental Organizations, State Agencies

 Activity Subscriber: assigned to receive updates for a single 
activity.

 Applicant and/or Consultant



User Registration

User Registration
 Email sent to user after 

registration with a confirmation 
link.

 Once confirmed, users can log into 
the ENB.



User Login



User Subscriptions



User Subscriptions- Activity Alerts

 Alerts are email notifications for when a new activity posts to ENB



User Subscriptions- Activity Alerts



 Subscribe by 

Distance from a 

Point



 Subscribe by Watershed



User Subscriptions- Activity Alerts
 User is now configured to receive an email notification when a new activity posts 

to ENB that matches the criteria below

 User can choose to follow the activity to continue to receive notifications step-by-step 
throughout the process





User Subscriptions- Activity Alerts

 User can choose to un-follow an activity at any time throughout the review process and 
notices will be discontinued.



Thank you!
Questions?

jessica.mendizabal@vermont.gov

dec.vermont.gov/environmental-
assistance/permits/specialists

http://dec.vermont.gov/permits/enb/general

mailto:jessica.mendizabal@vermont.gov
http://dec.vermont.gov/environmental-assistance/permits/specialists
http://dec.vermont.gov/permits/enb/general
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