From: ANR - WSMD Lakes

To: Jensen, Kimberly

Subject: FW: Act 57 Study Committee

Date: Thursday, November 16, 2023 2:33:45 PM
Thank you,

Kelcie Bean (she/her)

You may now submit permit applications, compliance reports and fee payments through our online
Jform to expedite its receipt and review: ANR Online Intake Form

7~ VERMONT

Kelcie Bean (she/her), Environmental Technician

Vermont Agency of Natural Resources | Department of Environmental Conservation
Watershed Management Division | Business & Operation Support Services (BOSS)

1 National Life Drive, Davis 3 | Montpelier, VT 05620-3522

802-490-6195 (o/c) | Kelcie.bean@vermont.gov
http://dec.vermont.gov/watershed

The Agency of Natural Resources supports telework, and I work primarily remotely. I am available to connect by phone and

email.

Public Records Statement: Written communications to and from state officials regarding state business are considered public

records and may be subject to public scrutiny.

rrom:

Sent: Tuesday, November 14, 2023 5:49 PM
To: ANR - WSMD Lakes <ANR.WSMDLakes@vermont.gov>
Subject: Act 57 Study Committee

You don't often get email from _ Learn why this is important

EXTERNAL SENDER: Do not open attachments or click on links unless you recognize and trust the
sender.
To the Committee,

As a five year resident/homeowner on Lake St Catherine, Milfoil is of great concern from the day we
took title to our home. Our house is located within a small homeowner association that has had, in
the past, the experience of Milfoil being pulled out of the lake by the State and loaded out, however
carefully, through the small channel where our 14 homeowners have docks. The result over a
decade later are elevated levels of milfoil that require significant effort to pull o by hand in order to
allow nautical navigation.



| am writing to voice my opinion on Act 57. A few points for the committee’s consideration:

1) As a member of the LSCA (Lake St Catherine Association), the volunteer work to preserve, protect,
and maintain Lake St. Catherine and Vermont's lakes and ponds for all Vermonters and visitors
through the aquatic invasive species prevention control efforts, and numerous water quality
improvement projects, have resulted in a cleaner lake. Since my home is adjacent to the Lake St
Catherine State Park, I've seen the increase in visitation and usage as a result of both the ProCella
and suction harvest programs.

2) Consider please, the tremendous amount of volunteer effort put forth by lake associations like the
LSCA. I've learned that VT is more of a do-it-yourself state (e.g., 1st Saturday in May cleanup) and
raising the bar even higher for lake preservation groups such as LCSA sends a message to volunteers
that volunteer efforts are not fully appreciated the way | believe they should.

3) My family’s request is that any proposed changes to the already rigorous permitting process be
based on the facts and the science. As a sustainability professional, the disinformation industry most
often shouts louder over the established science. Those who seek to influence the process by
providing misleading and false information, or use connections to steer the decision making their
way, should not be allowed to tilt the scales of informed decision-making.

4) It is imperative that lake associations continue to have access to regulated, safe, and effective use
of herbicides as a tool to maintain control of Eurasian watermilfoil in infested waterbodies.

To conclude, lake associations such as LSCA, are 100% volunteer based, and although the DEC
provides technical assistance, it is these volunteer groups doing the actual work on the ground for
the lakes we consider ourselves stewards.

| ask that the existing rigorous permitting process not be made more burdensome for volunteer
associations, and it note be made more difficult to use ProcellaCOR, which has been determined to
be safe and effective.

Thank you for considering my input.
Kind Regards,






