


change the aquatic herbicide permitting process to REQUIRE
the support of the municipality(ies) that surround the lake for which the chemical
management plan is being proposed. According to Ms. Jensen, it is currently an “ask”
(recommendation?) rather than a “requirement.”
 
 
 
It needs to be the responsibility of the permit applicant (in most cases a lake association)
to
engage with the municipality(ies) and provide documentation of support for their plan to
use an herbicide.  This documentation can be copies of Select Board(s)  meeting
agendas and minutes and/or letters of support from the Select Board(s). 
 
 
 
This form of public notification and engagement can be accomplished at
NO EXPENSE
to the applicant (lake association) and requires minimal effort on their part. They can
request to be on the agenda at any upcoming Select Board meeting. Select Board
meeting agendas are made available to the public in advance of meetings and are open
to all
who wish to attend in person or remotely (Zoom or other format). If the Select Board
anticipates the need for a larger venue for an informational presentation, they will
provide one, again at
NO EXPENSE
to the applicant (lake association.) NOTE:
This was done by the Town of Castleton Select Board at no cost to the Lake Bomoseen
Association. 
The town provided a venue, a moderator, and equal time for proponents and opponents
of the LBA’s proposed herbicide plan.
 
 
 
Requiring the support of municipalities surrounding a lake will save the VT DEC
considerable time
and money. A permit application should not be considered “technically complete”
without documentation of municipal support. No DEC staff time should be spent
reviewing an aquatic herbicide permit application that lacks municipal support. 
 
 
 
 It has been acknowledged by the study committee (11/1/23 meeting) that pesticides are
different
from bottom barriers or dash in how they impact the public.  It was mentioned that
perhaps plans for pesticide use in lakes should require an increased level of public
notification and involvement.
 
 
 






